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Dear Parents/Guardians & Students, 
 
It feels like only yesterday that I sat in my office one August morning composing my opening of 
school letter to all of you, welcoming the beginning of a new school year. To realize I sit in that 
same seat today, reviewing almost an entire semester of school life, feels somewhat surreal. Where 
the months go I know not; but I am grateful to be doing the journey with you. 
 
As we prepare to acknowledge the end of first semester, the holidays move in to overtake us. 
Nonetheless, it is wise to pause and remind ourselves of the challenges and the rewards we have 
both faced and felt deeply together, all as a direct result of planning, participation, and partnership. 
To review them is to know that ours is a high school committed to action and devoted to a drum-
beat of activity that brings new meaning to the term “engagement.” Students, parents, and staff are 
collectively responsible for defining the school we proudly know as Morris Hills High School.  
 
The student activities program at Morris Hills High School has been in full motion since the 
beginning of the 2019 – 2020 school year.  The month of September began with the Fall Pep Rally 
being held on Friday, September 13th. Mr. Harry Fahrer, Teacher of English, introduced each varsity 
sport to the student body – Girls’ Soccer, Boys’ Soccer, Field Hockey, Volleyball, Cheerleading, 
Girls’ Cross Country, Boys’ Cross Country, Girls’ Tennis, and Football. Once all the athletes were 
introduced, members of the student body participated in a series of fun-natured games. The Morris 
Hills Marching Band and Cheerleaders entertained the students with songs and cheers.  
 
Spirit Week was held from Monday, September 9th to Friday, September 13th. The calendar of 
events included the following: Sports Jersey Monday, Hat Day Tuesday, America Wednesday, 
Throwback Thursday, and Friday Blackout.  
 
The annual Freshman Social was held on Monday, September 16th. Students from the Class of 
2023 attended the social. Students from the SGA and Project LEAD helped run the event. A great 
time was had by all. 
 
The annual Club and Activity Fair was held during all three lunch blocks in the Main Gym on Friday, 
September 27th. At that time, representatives from each of the clubs offered at Morris Hills High 
School provided background and sign up information to the student body.  

 
In honor of World Day of Bullying Prevention, on Monday, October 7th, members of the Morris Hills 
Community wore BLUE.  On this day, students, schools, and communities all over the world went 
BLUE together against bullying. It also kicked off National Bullying Prevention Awareness Month. 
Morris Hills High School also participated in Unity Day on Wednesday, October 23rd. The focus of 
Unity Day was for everyone to wear orange and come together in one giant message of hope and 
support. 
 
The Hall Decorating Contest was held on Thursday, October 17, 2019. Each class was assigned a 
junction of a hallway to decorate in class colors. 
 
Homecoming was held on Saturday, October 19th during halftime of the football game. Annie Lin 
was named queen, and Alex Ferrone was named princess. The Homecoming dance was held in 
the Morris Hills gym after the football game. Students danced the night away, capping off a 
memorable homecoming week. A special thank you to Mrs. Jihanne Radzieski, MH Teacher of 
Business, and Mrs. Meghan Burgin, MH Teacher of Business, for organizing all the homecoming 
festivities.  
 
On Tuesday, October 22nd, we celebrated and honored our students achieving an overall grade 
point average of ninety or better (93% or better for the Class of 2021 & Class of 2022) in the 
previous academic year at our annual Excelsior Awards Ceremony.  



 
We once again have studied the results of the NJSLA state assessment, administered last spring, 
and participated in deep conversation, joining educators across the state. Additionally, we 
administered the PSATs on Wednesday, October 16th to all freshman, sophomores, and juniors. 
 
On Thursday, October 24th, the Morris Hills Regional District opened its doors to the community for 
the annual Science/Technology Night. This year, there were approximately 600 people in 
attendance. Seventeen demonstration rooms throughout Morris Knolls High School were open to 
the community to participate in hands-on demonstrations and experiments including the following: 
Culinary Arts, Worlds of Physics 1 & II, Slime!, Water Bottle Rocketry, Aviation Basics, World of 
Chemistry, TV Production & Equipment, UV Beads, Optical Illusions, Strawberry DNA, Sociology 
in Action, Halloween Graphics and Screen Printing, Sumobots, 3D Printing & Laser Cutting, Plasma 
Cutter Demo, and the Hovercraft. Thank you to Dr. Kevin Doyle, Supervisor of Science for the 
Morris Hills Regional District, and Mr. Keith Bigora, Supervisor of Career and Technical Education 
for the Morris Hills Regional District, for organizing the event.  
 
The FCCLA Club held its annual Blood Drive on Tuesday, October 29th. Under the leadership of 
Ms. Doris Lembo, MH Special Education teacher, more than seventy individuals donated blood. A 
special thank you goes to all those individuals who donated.  
 
Due to the inclement weather, the George Fulton Halloween Parade, held on Thursday, October 
31st, was moved inside. Students and staff paraded inside the building, in costume, led by the Mr. 
Richard Hartsuiker, MH Band teacher, and the Marching Band. A great time was had by all.  
 
The annual Powder Puff Football Game was held on Sunday, November 3rd. The senior girls 
defeated the junior girls by a score of 8 to 0. Each year, the cheerleading squad identifies a cause 
to serve as the recipient of the money raised from the event. This year, all the money raised went 
to the 11th Hour Animal Shelter. A special thank you to Coach Sara Pratt and Coach Connie Conti, 
MH Reading Specialist, for organizing the game.  
 
Under the leadership of Senior Class advisors, Mrs. Dana Schwartz, MH Physical Education 
teacher, Mrs. Amy Skutnik, MH Mathematics teacher, and Ms. Nancy Yaeger, MH English teacher, 
the first ever Cornhole Tournament was held at Morris Hills High School on Sunday, November 3rd. 
After a fierce competition, Patrick Hernandez, Senior Class President, was crowned the champion.  
 
On Friday October 11th, Morris Hills Regional District students participated in the Healthy 
Relationships Conference at Randolph High School. The program was sponsored by the Jersey 
Battered Women's Service. The conference opened with a No2DatingAbuse discussion panel with 
four community leaders and dating abuse survivors to share their stories. The conference closed 
with an interactive skit provided by the Drew University Theatre Department focusing on dating 
abuse and upstander intervention. A special thank you to Ms. Sara Bauer, MH Gifted and Talented 
Coordinator, and MH Mrs. Nicole Gentile, Student Assistance Counselor, for organizing the 
conference.  
 
On Tuesday, November 12th, the Morris Hills Regional District Education Association hosted a 
Veterans’ Dinner to honor those veterans who sacrificed so much for our freedom. This year’s co-
chairs of the dinner were Peter Schuenzel, MH Teacher of Mathematics, and Mrs. Cornelia 
Maccaro, MH Teacher of French. Over 200 individuals attended the dinner. The dinner celebration 
reminded all in attendance of one of our most cherished blessings – the blessing of being free. 
Additionally, it reminded all in attendance that the country we share – the greatest country on earth 
– stands as the beacon of both freedom and democracy. The United States of America is a shining 
example for the world to watch – an example of what happens when people choose to contribute 
to a country by committing to preserving it, protecting it, and defending it. No one deserves a salute 
for that service to country more than our veterans.  

Under the direction of Mr. Harry Fahrer, MH English teacher, and Mrs. Amy Calzone, MH English 
teacher, the Fall Play, 12 Angry Jurors by Reginald Rose, hit the Morris Hills stage on November 
14th, 15th, and 16th.  Congratulations to the cast and crew of 12 Angry Jurors. The play was a huge 
success.  
 
 



The month of November closed with the Mr. Morris Hills Pageant. Mrs. Dana Schwartz, MH 
Physical Education teacher, Mrs. Amy Skutnik, MH Mathematics teacher, and Ms. Nancy Yaeger, 
MH English teacher, successfully ran the pageant once again this year. After a fierce competition 
of singing, dancing, and acting, Patrick Hernandez was named Mr. Morris Hills 2019– 2020.  
 
On Thursday, November 21st, the Social Studies Articulation Committee held a Fall History Fair. 
Students and community members participated in activities led by community members and 
teachers of the Social Studies Department.  Topics included the following: African Heritage, Life 
and Culture of Lenape Indians, Culture and Music, Oregon Trail, Hieroglyphics Lab, Civics, and 
Street Law. Thank you to Mrs. Krystal Beck, Supervisor of Social Studies for the Morris Hills 
Regional District, for organizing the event.  
 
Under the leadership of Mrs. Constance Young, MH Staff Assistant, the Key Club collected turkeys, 
canned goods, and all the fixings to make Thanksgiving baskets for families of the Morris Hills High 
School community. Additionally, under the direction of Ms. Mary Paulson, MH World Language 
teacher, and Mr. Peter Adams, MH teacher of Social Studies, the HOPE Club participated in 
Operation Holiday Child, creating holiday boxes filled with gifts for underprivileged children.  

 
Fall athletics continued to bring our school community together as we supported our coaches and 
athletes on many playing fields. Congratulations to all the athletes and coaches on a fine season.  
 
In the spirit of promoting wellness for all students, Morris Hills High School implemented its third 
year of “Homework Free Weekends” for the 2019 - 2020 school year at the end of September and 
over the Thanksgiving Break. The purpose of this initiative was to provide students with periods of 
time throughout the course of the school year to take a step back from school work and mentally 
step away from focusing on homework and studying for assessments. Furthermore, the schedule 
allowed for families to spend quality time together. The Morris Hills Regional District understands 
and values the ways in which homework reinforces and enriches knowledge and skills that students 
acquire during instructional time. Equally, the district understands, values, and recognizes that 
there are times throughout the course of a school year when students need time to relax, recharge, 
and spend quality time with their families without academic demands.  
 
As a result of our district’s summer read, we opened our doors to Caitlin Alifrenka, Martin Granda, 
and Liz Welch, authors of I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives. When I 
became the Principal in January 2014, I decided to utilize the salient message of the summer read 
by embracing it as a school-wide theme for the year. Hopefully, the link serves to not only spotlight 
the reading experience itself, but focus the spirit of the book by incorporating its core values into 
our own belief system. It is against that tapestry that at Morris Hills High School we embrace the 
following theme for the 2019 – 2020 school year: “In a World Where You Can Be Anything, Be 
Kind.” Whether that challenge speaks to you in the classroom, on the playing field, within student 
activities, or through the community, I encourage all students, faculty, parents, and administrators 
to seize the moment, to make it your own, and to share with others the reasons why KINDNESS 
drives the better angels of our nature, setting the standard for a softer world for all to know.  
 
We welcomed several new faculty members to our professional family, easing their transition to 
their new professional responsibilities here at Morris Hills High School.   
 
In short, school life has been hectic and perhaps that is the pace that keeps us all young and alive. 
 
As we prepare for next semester, in all of its dimensions, I wish to extend to each of you the very 
best of the holiday season. May it be filled with health, kindness, and love for you and for all those 
special people in your lives who bring you meaning. However you celebrate, may you find some 
quality time to reflect on the many blessings that inform your life. Please know how grateful I am to 
acknowledge the part you play to contribute to mine. 
 
The best of the holiday season to you all. 
 
In the Spirit of Partnership, 

 
 
Todd M. Toriello 
Principal  


